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served to itself the influence in church affairs. The interests of
the rank and file of Schismatics, in this case, did not agree with
those of the influential minority, as the masses wanted the Metro-
politan alone to have the supreme voice in religious matters.
In acquiring bishops the Schismatic church was involuntarily
brought closer to the Orthodox church. With many people this
approach provoked strong reaction, while others attempted to find
for it a theoretical justification. The extremist party found sup-
port from the masses and with noteworthy persistence revived the
popular doctrine that nowhere is there nor could there ever be a
true church, since the Antichrist ruled the world. The intellectual
minority, on the contrary, was inclined to introduce a new spirit
of tolerance into the Schism and, in refuting the teachings of
the Priestless on Antichrist, pointed out the fact that the ac-
ceptance of fugitive priests from the Nikonians and of bishops
from the Greeks included the assumption that, aside from the
Old Ritualist, there existed remnants of the true church in the
world.
Hilarion Egorov-Ksenov, a layman, interpreted this mood in his
famous "Circular Message" where he particularly emphasized the
proximity of the Priestists to the established church. The intellec-
tual Schismatics and, consequently, the "Ecclesiastical Council" in
Moscow openly subscribed to the "Circular Message," thus flinging
out a challenge to the Schismatic masses. This epistle was like a
spark igniting the combustibles of the Priestists gathered since the
days of the establishment of the Bela Krynitsa Metropolitan See.
The duty of the Metropolitan was clear. In order to counteract
the autonomous tendencies of the Moscow "Council" he had to
repudiate the "Circular Message" which had been adopted by it,
and to appeal directly to the masses with a protest against the con-
ciliatory tendencies of the leading Schismatics. But Cyril was too
weak and ignorant to act, and during the stress of the struggle he
became, in turn, a tool in the hands of one or the other party and
came to various conclusions in the short period between 1863 and
1870. He first condemned the "Circular Message" and all the ac-
tivities of the "Council," then he either approved them uncon-
ditionally or resorted to compromises so that finally he became
useless and innocuous to both parties. The pitiable part played by